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ABSTRACT 

This study explored the relationship between hemispheric dominance 
(left, right, whole- brain) and academic performance in 9th class 
students in Aurangabad, analyzing 200 participants through a survey. 
It aimed to determine if brain dominance affects academic success. 
Results showed no significant link between hemispheric dominance 
and better academic outcomes, challenging the belief that brain 
dominance is key to educational success. Students of all dominance 
types showed average academic performance, suggesting other 
factors are more critical for academic achievement. The study 
underscores the importance of diverse instructional strategies to 
support different learning styles, potentially improving educational 
results. It indicates that educators and policymakers should prioritize 
inclusive, adaptive teaching methods over focusing on hemispheric 
dominance. This approach emphasizes cognitive diversity and 
advocates for educational practices that serve all students, aiming to 
enhance learning experiences and outcomes. The study contributes to 
educational discussions by promoting a holistic, inclusive approach 
to teaching that acknowledges and values students' cognitive 
diversity. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Gates and other scholars suggest that learning can be 
understood as the gradual evolution of behavior, 
influenced by repeated exposure to situations and the 
individual's efforts to respond effectively. In a classroom 
setting, teachers who tailor their teaching styles to 
match students' learning preferences foster a conducive 
learning environment. Conversely, failure to do so can 
lead to a decline in student achievement levels. 
Individuals demonstrate various learning and thinking 
styles across different contexts, thereby diversifying 
their information processing methods and improving 
decision-making skills. Students absorb and process 
information through various means such as writing, 
reading, observation, listening, reasoning, analysis, 
visualization, and experimentation. It's important to 
recognize that there isn't a single prescribed way for 
learners to perceive and respond to information. Most 
people exhibit flexibility in adapting their learning styles 
based on circumstances, as the human mind is  

 
adaptable to diverse tasks. Therefore, it's crucial for 
parents, teachers, and students to comprehend and 
recognize the intricacies of the mind and its functions 
across different styles of learning and thinking. 

1.1. Definitions of Learning Styles: 

According to Sigel and Coop (1974), learning style 
integrates an individual's personality and cognitive 
dimensions. Gibson (1976) equates learning style with 
cognitive style, while Lay Cock (1978) defines it as an 
individual's characteristic response to instructional 
variables. Kalsbeek (1989) describes learning style as 
a person's preferred approach to information 
processing, idea formation, and decision-making, 
influenced by attitudes and interests. Kirby (1979) 
introduced the term "learning style" to match course 
presentations and materials with individual learners' 
needs. Claxton and Ralston (1978) define learning 
style as a student's consistent approach to using stimuli 
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ABSTRACT 

This qualitative study aims to understand the impact of physical 
disability on self-image, confidence, independence, and social 
experiences of disabled students. In-depth interviews were conducted 
with 20 physically disabled students studying in various colleges. 
The findings suggest that disability significantly impacts self-image 
and confidence of students. They feel conscious about their body and 
looks which affects social interactions. Lack of accessibility and 
inclusion in colleges and social circles further reinforces this. 
However, family support and finding true friendships provides 
emotional strength. More counselling services in colleges, 
sensitization programs and inclusive infrastructure is required for the 
holistic development of disabled students. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Physically disabled students face several challenges 
in their academic journey and personal lives due to 
the stigma and misunderstanding associated with 
disability. These students have to constantly negotiate 
with issues related to self-image, confidence, 
dependency and prejudiced social attitudes which 
impact their performance and wellbeing. The college 
environment and experience hold special significance 
as it is a crucial junction of socialization, learning, 
exploration of interests which shapes their transition 
into adulthood. This study aims to qualitatively 
analyse the experiences of physically disabled 
students with respect to the effect of their disability 
on various psychosocial aspects. 

Physically disabled students in India face numerous 
challenges in their academic journey and personal 
lives due to the stigma and misunderstanding 
associated with disability. A study by the World Bank  

 
estimates that over 2.2% of India’s population lives 
with some form of physical disability.  

While policies for equal rights and inclusion of 
disabled people exist in India, significant barriers 
continue to persist especially in educational spaces. 
Colleges form a crucial environment for socialization, 
self-exploration and learning - shaping one’s identity 
and transition into adulthood. However, students with 
physical impairments in colleges of Maharashtra face 
several issues that impact their participation and 
college experience.  

A survey of colleges in major cities found only 34% 
of colleges to be partially accessible to wheelchair 
users. Lack of disabled-friendly infrastructure, 
assistive equipment, library resources combined with 
lack of inclusivity and discriminatory attitudes within 
college spaces exacerbate challenges already faced by 
disabled students. Maharashtra having a significant 
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ABSTRACT 

This study investigated the impact of educational background and 
professional training on human rights awareness among secondary 
school teachers in the Marathwada region of Maharashtra, India. The 
key findings reveal that higher levels of education, particularly a 
master’s degree, and fields of study related to education, humanities, 
or social sciences are associated with greater human rights awareness 
among teachers. Additionally, both pre-service teacher training and 
in-service professional development programs focused on human 
rights education significantly enhance teacher’s knowledge, skills, 
and competencies in promoting human rights principles in their 
classrooms. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Human rights education plays a crucial role in 
promoting and protecting fundamental human rights, 
fostering respect for diversity, and encouraging social 
cohesion. It empowers individuals to recognize and 
assert their rights, while also instilling a sense of 
responsibility towards respecting the rights of others. 
In the context of schools, human rights education is 
vital for nurturing an inclusive and just learning 
environment, enabling students to develop into active 
and responsible citizens. 

Despite the recognized importance of human rights 
education, there is a lack of comprehensive 
understanding of the factors that influence teacher’s 
awareness and knowledge of human rights principles. 
This study aims to investigate the impact of 
educational background and professional training on 
human rights awareness among secondary school 
teachers in the Marathwada region of Maharashtra, 
India. Specifically, the research objectives are:  

 

 
1. to examine the relationship between teacher’s 

level of education and their human rights 
awareness,  

2. to assess the effect of pre-service teacher training 
and in-service professional development 
programs on human rights awareness, and  

3. to explore other potential factors that may 
influence teacher’s human rights awareness. 

This research holds significance for several 
stakeholders. For educational policymakers, the 
findings can inform the development of teacher 
education curricula and professional development 
programs that effectively integrate human rights 
education. For school administrators, the study can 
provide insights into creating institutional policies 
and initiatives that foster a culture of human rights 
within educational settings. Furthermore, the research 
contributes to the broader discourse on human rights 
education by shedding light on the specific factors 
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Abstract:  

International partnerships in education have emerged as powerful vehicles for 

promoting collaboration, innovation, and mutual learning among diverse stakeholders across 

borders. This paper explores the role of such partnerships in fostering knowledge sharing, 

capacity building, and cross-cultural understanding in the field of education. By leveraging 

the collective expertise, resources, and perspectives of participants from different countries 

and cultural backgrounds, these partnerships facilitate the exchange of ideas, best practices, 

and research findings. Through collaborative projects, joint research initiatives, and 

professional development programs, partners enhance their skills, knowledge, and 

capabilities, empowering them to address common challenges and drive positive change in 

their respective contexts. Moreover, international partnerships promote cross-cultural 

understanding and global citizenship by providing opportunities for cultural exchanges, 

intercultural dialogue, and collaborative learning experiences. By fostering empathy, respect, 

and appreciation for cultural diversity, these partnerships contribute to the development of 

inclusive and equitable educational environments that prepare learners to thrive in an 

interconnected world. This paper examines the key principles, strategies, and outcomes of 

international partnerships for educational innovation and underscores their significance in 

advancing the goals of knowledge sharing, capacity building, and cross-cultural 

understanding in education. 

This paper explores the significance of international partnerships in promoting 

educational innovation to address global challenges. It examines various models of 

collaboration and exchange in education and their impact on knowledge sharing, capacity 

building, and cross-cultural understanding. The paper also discusses the potential benefits and 

challenges of international partnerships and provides recommendations for fostering effective 

collaboration in education. 

Key words:  International Partnerships, Educational Innovation, Knowledge Sharing, 

Capacity Building, and Cross-Cultural Understanding. 

 

Introduction: 

International partnerships for educational innovation have emerged as crucial 

mechanisms for promoting knowledge sharing, capacity building, and cross-cultural 

understanding in an increasingly interconnected world. This abstract explores the significance 

of such partnerships, highlighting their potential to address global educational challenges and 

foster inclusive and equitable learning environments. By facilitating the exchange of ideas, 

best practices, and resources across borders, international partnerships contribute to the 

development of innovative educational approaches that can enhance learning outcomes and 

promote sustainable development. 

These partnerships promote knowledge sharing by providing platforms for educators, 

researchers, policymakers, and other stakeholders to collaborate, learn from each other's 

experiences, and co-create new knowledge. Through joint research projects, workshops, 

conferences, and exchange programs, participants have the opportunity to explore diverse 
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